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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Ardent Consulting Engineers (ACE) has been appointed by Stockvale
to advise on highways/transport aspects of the proposed
redevelopment of the former Blackbeard replica galleon site within
the Adventure Island Fun Park, Western Esplanade, Southend-on-

Sea, Essex.

1.2 This Draft Travel Plan has been prepared retrospectively to support
a planning application (ref. 14/00069/BC4M), submitted to the local
planning and highway authority (Southend-on-Sea Borough Council
- SSBC), for a new indoor fun park, which comprises an open

structure to house indoor amusement rides.

1.3 The scope of this Travel Plan has been prepared in accordance with:
the Department for Transport (DfT) documents Good Practice
Guidelines: Delivering Travel Plans through the Planning Process,
Essential Guide to Travel Planning, Towards a Sustainable Transport
System and Making Smarter Choices Work as well as the SSBC

document Travel Plan Framework/Travel Plan Guidance.

1.4 It is consistent with the objectives of the National Planning Policy
Framework (NNPF), the Southend Local Transport Plan and adopted

policy that forms part of the Local Development Framework.

1.5 This Travel Plan deals with both visitor and employee travel. It is a
long-term management strategy and living document, which will be
periodically monitored and subsequently reviewed on an annual
basis, over a period of five years. Reviewing the Travel Plan will
ensure that its measures and targets are reflective of visitor and

employee travel demands and the local environment.

1.6 Its overall aim is to reduce reliance upon the private car by effecting

a change in attitude to travel and increasing awareness of
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alternative modes and the associated benefits of sustainable

transport.

1.7 Following this introduction, the remainder of this report is structured

as follows: -

+ Section 2.0 provides background policy guidance and sets

out Travel Plan objectives;

+ Section 3.0 provides a description of the development;

+ Section 4.0 considers the existing travel characteristics;

+ Section 5.0 sets out the range of travel initiatives and
incentives; and

+ Section 6.0 describes the process for setting targets and

monitoring progress.
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2.0

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

POLICY AND OBJECTIVES

Introduction

A Travel Plan is an initiative which promotes smarter travel choices,
with the aim of achieving a modal shift away from single occupancy
car journeys towards more sustainable travel choices. It is a long-

term strategy with the following aims: -

+ to promote travel opportunities by environmentally-friendly

modes; and

« to introduce a package of physical and management

measures that will facilitate travel by other modes.

A Travel Plan for leisure use typically focuses on journeys to a site

made by visitors and employees.

National Policy

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, March 2012),
presumes in favour of sustainable development, with the three areas
of sustainable development identified as: economic, social and

environmental.

The NPPF advises that transport has a key role to play in facilitating
sustainable development as well as contributing to wider
sustainability and health objectives. It identifies that the transport
system needs to be balanced in favour of sustainable travel modes
and to maximise use; however it recognises that opportunities vary

by location.

The NPPF states that: Plans should protect and exploit opportunities
for the use of sustainable transport modes for the movement of

goods or people... ... A key tool to facilitate this will be a Travel Plan.
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All developments which generate significant amounts of movement

should be required to provide a Travel Plan.

2.6 The Department for Transport (DfT) summarises the concept of a
Travel Plan as: a strategy for managing the travel generated by an
organisation/development, with the aim of reducing its
environmental impact, typically including support for walking,
cycling, public transport and car sharing (ref: DfT, Essential Guide to
Travel Planning, 2007).

2.7 The DfT’'s document Good Practice Guidelines: Delivering Travel
Plans through the Planning Process provides guidelines of how to
make use of the planning process in ensuring the effective
implementation of sustainable travel measures. The guidelines
acknowledge that, for leisure sites, Travel Plans can help to promote
the site and its attraction to new visitor markets and different

sections of the community.

Local Policy

2.8 The Southend Local Transport Plan identifies the need to focus
travel planning on promoting walking for journeys up to 1.5km and
cycling for all journeys less than 5km, especially around the town
centre and along the east/west bus corridors; with public transport

otherwise promoted as the mode of choice for journeys.

2.9 Core Strategy Policy KP2 - Development Principles identifies

the need to promote improved and sustainable modes of travel.

Travel Plan Objectives

2.10 The principal objectives of this Travel Plan are as follows: -
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e Provide employees and visitors with greater information as to
the alternative modes of travel available when travelling from

within Southend and further afield;

« Promote to employees and visitors the use of alternative

modes of travel other than single-occupancy car; and

e Support employees to achieve a shift in travel behaviour
away from single occupancy car travel towards more

sustainable forms of transport.
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3.0

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

DEVELOPMENT SCHEME

It is proposed to redevelop the site of the former Blackbeard galleon
attraction to provide a new indoor fun park, which comprises an

open structure to house indoor amusement rides.

The new indoor fun park will complement the existing amusements/
rides at the Adventure Island Fun Park and it is not a destination in

its own right.

By providing an all-weather attraction that can be used throughout
the year, the proposal will serve to attract visitors to the Fun Park
on rainy days in the Summer and in early Spring, late Autumn and
through the Winter months. This will effectively ‘weather-proof’ a
family trip to the seaside and extending the length of the season,

helping to make Southend a year-round destination for tourists.

The new indoor fun park will generate an additional 100 jobs.

Access

There will be no new dedicated vehicular access to the site, with
access for deliveries and servicing etc. taken as per existing

arrangements for the Fun Park.

Pedestrian access to the new indoor fun park will be taken from the
Western Esplanade and from within the Adventure Island Fun Park
at the southern end of the site (from both east and west sides of the
Pier via the subways). The entrances will be clearly legible and

suitable for use by those who are mobility impaired.
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Parking

3.7 There is no new on-site car parking proposed. As per the existing
arrangement for visitors to the Adventure Island Fun Park, visitors by

car will use the available Seafront and town centre public car parks.

3.8 The proposed redevelopment scheme will provide an additional 10

no. cycle parking spaces.
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4.0 EXISTING TRAVEL PATTERNS

Site Location

4.1 The site located within the Adventure Island Fun Park, off Western
Esplanade, in the heart of the central Seafront of Southend-on-Sea,

as shown at Plate 1.

Site

Plate 1: Site Location

4.2 The site is bordered by:

+ Western Esplanade to the north;

*+ an emergency access road to the estuary to the east, and the

Adventure Island Fun Park beyond;
» the Fun Park to the south; and

e Southend Pier to the west.

4.3 An aerial view of the application site is shown at Plate 2.
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4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

Site

Plate 2: Aerial View of Site

The Adventure Island Fun Park currently employs some 900 staff.

The Fun Park is open from 1lam every weekend and in local school
holidays, daily from the end of May until the first week of
September, and then daily in December for Adventure Wonderland.
The park closes between either 5pm and 6pm or 8pm and 10.30pm,
with the latter times applicable to school holidays and most

weekends.

Walking

There are excellent pedestrian facilities in the vicinity of the site,
with high standard wide footways on both sides of Western

Esplanade and Marine Parade, and crossing facilities.

SSBC has been investing in the Pier and surrounding environs since
2002, and the area has been enhanced in recent years on
completion of its public realm enhancement project, which has
created a safer and more permeable environment for pedestrians in

the Seafront area.
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4.8 A puffin crossing is located immediately north of the site (see Plate
3), which facilitates safe movement across Western Esplanade and
Pier Hill (road).

Plate 3: Puffin Crossing on Western Esplanade

4.9 A signalised crossing is also located on Western Esplanade to the
immediate west of the Pier, which connects to footpaths on Pier Hill,
facilitating movement to/from High Street for direct access to the

town centre and rail stations (see below).

4.10 Footways on Western Esplanade and Marine Parade are well lit and

provide direct and safe access to bus stops (see below).

4.11 The excellent local pedestrian facilities and available connections to
the town centre, rail stations, bus stops, and local residential areas
makes walking a desirable mode of travel for staff and visitors alike;
either as part of a multi-modal journey (with rail or bus) or as a

main mode.

Cycling

4.12 There are a number of cycle routes in close proximity to the site,

which connect to the town and borough wide network (see Plate 4).
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4.13

4.14

4.15

National Cycle Network (NCN) Route 16 passes the site on Western
Esplanade and Marine Parade, and connects Southend-on-Sea with

Shoeburyness.

Site

Plate 4: Local Cycle Map

Cycle parking is available immediately adjacent to the site and at a

number of other locations along the Seafront as shown at Plate 4.

Cycle maps for the town centre, Seafront and the Borough are
included at Appendix A. The level of available cycle connectivity

makes cycling a desirable mode of travel for visitors and staff alike.

Public Transport
Bus

The site is highly accessible by bus given its location at the heart of
the Seafront and close to the town centre (see Plate 5). Southend
Travel Centre (bus interchange) is located within a circa 500m (6-
minute) walk distance, north of the site, and stops at Eastern
Esplanade are located within a circa 700m (9-minute) walk distance

east of the site.

SAF/slh15721/Reports/T490-02 11
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4.16

4.17

4.18

4.19

Site

Plate 5: Local Bus Route Map

Southend Travel Centre is served by an extensive network of bus
routes; offering frequent services to many parts of the Borough and

across Essex.

A bus map of the local routes and a table showing Southend Travel

Centre services and frequencies is included at Appendix B.

The availability of bus services that stop within a reasonable walk of
the site actively encourages the use of this mode of travel for staff

and visitors alike.

Rail

Southend is highly accessible by rail, with it being served by two
lines; c2c services at Southend Central and Abellio Greater Anglia

services at Southend Victoria (see Plate 6).
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Plate 6: Rail Map

4.20 Southend Central station is located within a circa 650m (8-minute)

4.21

4.22

4.23

walk distance of the site and is served by c2c services operating
between London Fenchurch Street (a 52-minute journey) and
Shoeburyness (a 10-minute journey). Intermediate stations include
West Ham, Barking, Upminster, Grays, Tilbury, Basildon, Pitsea and

Leigh-on-Sea.

On weekdays there are around six trains per hour to/from Southend
Central and London Fenchurch Street and four to Shoeburyness. On
Saturdays the frequency reduces slightly to five trains per hour
to/from Southend Central and London Fenchurch Street. On
Sundays, there are four trains per hour to/from Southend Central

and London Fenchurch Street and two to Shoeburyness.

Southend Victoria station is located within a circa 1km (13-minute)
walk distance of the site and is served by Abellio Greater Anglia
services operating between London Liverpool Street (a 60-minute
journey) and Southend Victoria. Intermediate stations include
Stratford, Romford, Shenfield (a 35-minute journey), Billericay,

Wickford, Rayleigh, Hockley, Rochford and Prittlewell.

On weekdays and Saturdays there are three trains per hour to/from
Southend Victoria and London Liverpool Street, all calling at

Shenfield, and two per hour on Sundays.
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4.24 The availability of rail services that serve the town actively

encourages the use of this mode of travel for staff and visitors alike.

Local Highway Network

4.25 The Western Esplanade and Marine Parade are single carriageway
roads subject to a 20mph speed limit. As identified earlier, these
routes have been enhanced in recent years by completion of a SSBC
funded public realm enhancement project, which has created a safer
and more permeable environment for pedestrians and cyclists. Wide

footways are present on both sides of the carriageway.

4.26 The Western Esplanade and Marine Parade provides a route along
the Seafront between Chalkwell (to the west) and Shoeburyness (to
the east); the latter via the B1016 Eastern Esplanade and Thorpe
Esplanade. The B1016 links with the A1160, which in turn connects
to the A13 and A127, with access beyond to settlements within the

borough and other parts of Essex, the M25 and London.

Car Parking

4.27 There are a number of public (Council run) pay & display car parks
within a reasonable walking distance of the site, located both along

the Seafront and within the town centre. These include:-

« The Royals - 450 spaces (270m - 3 minute walk);

» Alexandra Street - 60 spaces (400m - 5 minute walk);

+ Seaway - 615 spaces (480m - 6 minute walk);

+ Fairheads Green - 213 spaces (560m - 7 minute walk);

+ Clarence Road - 128 spaces (580m - 7 minute walk);

» Tylers Avenue - 259 spaces (600m - 8 minute walk);

« Western Esplanade - 496 spaces (600m - 8 minute walk);
 Warrior Square - 398 spaces (820m - 10 minute walk);

+ Farringdon - 550 spaces (850 - 10 minute walk); and

+ Victoria Shopping Centre - 670 spaces (1km - 13 minute walk)
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4.28

4.29

4.30

4.31

4.32

4.33

In respect of the Seaway car park, it is understood that there is an
aspiration for development on this site for leisure, cultural and
tourism attractions including restaurants, digital gallery destination
space and quality hotel together with new housing and re-provision
of car parking. The development will result in the short-term loss of

parking for the town centre and Seafront as a whole.

Parking tariffs vary; however, generally short-stay parking located
closer to the Seafront is more expensive than that in the town
centre. Long stay parking tariffs are comparable; with these

generally being £10 for a 6 hour stay or over.

Variable Message Signs (VMS) are located on strategic routes in and
around Southend; these display parking availability for the central

Seafront and town centre.

The VMS provision appears primarily focused on directing visitors to
the Seafront car parks rather than town centre car parks;
congestion on routes to the Seafront can occur at peak season/

times.

It is understood from discussions between Stockvale and officers at
SSBC, that, although central Seafront car parks tend to be fully
occupied during the day at peak season/times (typically in warm
weather), town centre car parks average around 55-60% occupancy
at this time. This is thought to be, in part, resultant from VMS
primarily directing visitors to the Seafront and also a preference to

park as near to the Seafront as possible.

Summary

It is clear from the above that the site is highly accessible by all
modes of transport. Given its location at the heart of the Seafront
and adjacent to the town centre, close proximity to the rail stations

and bus interchange, and excellent pedestrian and cycle links, the
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site is ideally located to take advantage of sustainable travel

opportunities.

Existing Travel Patterns

4.34 Stockvale has confirmed that the majority of its employees working
at the Fun Park reside in Southend, with others residing in
neighbouring settlements; and either walk, cycle or use public
transport to travel to/from work. This will be confirmed by travel

surveys (see Section 6.0)
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5.0

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

TRAVEL PLAN MEASURES

Introduction

Employees

The new indoor fun park will have no car parking spaces and the
daily charges of local public car parks (generally £10 for over 6
hours) effectively restrains staff from using the private car to travel
to/from work. It would therefore attract very few employee car

trips.

The majority of the Fun Park’s existing employees reside in
Southend, with others residing in neighbouring settlements. The site
is highly accessible by all modes of transport; therefore, the
majority of journeys will be undertaken by bus and rail, as well as

walking and cycling.

In line with Southend Local Transport Plan objectives, the measures
proposed in this Travel Plan for employees are intended to: promote
walking for journeys up to 1.5km; cycling for all journeys less than
5km; and otherwise public transport as the mode of choice for

journeys.

Visitors

The new indoor fun park will complement the existing amusements/
rides at the Adventure Island Fun Park and it is not a destination in
its own right. The majority of existing visitors to the Fun Park come

from Southend, across the Borough and Essex.

The main customer base for the Fun Park is families (generally two
adults and two children, travelling together); some of which from

further afield will choose to drive to visit the seaside town of
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Southend-on-Sea, as the main attractor, using available public car

parking.

5.6 The short and long stay parking tariffs are reasonably priced for
day-trippers, and car-borne trips are therefore only restricted by
parking availability, which is plentiful when considering the Seafront

and town centre parking collectively.

5.7 Given the above, the measures proposed in this Travel Plan for
visitors primarily focus on publicity and financial incentives to
promote and encourage the use of public transport, as well as

walking and cycling for visitors that reside locally.

Employees and Visitors

5.8 The measures combine “hard measures” such as site design and
infrastructure, with “soft measures” including marketing, promotion

and awareness among employees and visitors.

5.9 The Travel Plan measures (and targets) will be set out following an
initial survey of employees and visitors, carried out within six
months of opening the new indoor fun park. These surveys will be
undertaken in liaison with the SSBC Travel Planning Team and will

be tailored to suit.

5.10 Annual employee and visitor surveys will be undertaken for the five
years after occupation, with this data used to monitor whether
travel plan targets are being met and to formulate future travel

strategies.

Appointment of Travel Plan Co-ordinator

5.11 To ensure the delivery and management of the Travel Plan, a Travel

Plan Co-ordinator (TPC) will be identified to promote and implement
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the various initiatives. The TPC role for the site is expected to be

fulfilled by an employee of the Fun Park.

5.12 The SSBC Travel Planning Team will be notified of the name of the

TPC prior to opening of the new indoor fun park.

5.13 The TPC will update the Travel Plan prior to opening of the new
indoor fun park, and they will act as the initial point of contact for
employees regarding travel to and from the site, and will also raise
issues on their behalf with SSBC and local public transport

operators.

5.14 Employees of the new indoor fun park will be trained to advise

visitors on any queries regarding travel from the site.

5.15 The TPC will also be responsible for coordinating promotional events
for promoting travel awareness campaigns such as Cycle to Work Week
and Walk to Work Week. They will be supported by adequate funding

to implement and monitor the Travel Plan.

Measures to promote Site Accessibility

5.16 The TPC will be responsible for commissioning the production of a
legible and easy to use site accessibility map, highlighting how the
fun park can be accessed by all transport modes (walking, cycling,
bus, rail and car). The map will indicate other key local services/
major attractions (such as the transport hubs, Sealife Adventure,
and shops). The map will also indicate the locations of bus stops and
rail stations and suggested walking routes to them, and existing
cycle routes. Isochrones will be used to show access times for

walking and cycling.

5.17 The TPC will be responsible for displaying the map in prominent

locations in public areas, close to entrances of the fun park, and for
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5.18

5.19

5.20

5.21

5.22

5.23

5.24

keeping this up to date by obtaining information from SSBC and

local public transport operators.

Measures to promote Walking and Cycling

In addition to the local public cycle parking already available, an
additional 10 no. spaces with Sheffield stands are proposed. These

will be located within the existing Adventure Island Fun Park.

Showers, changing rooms and lockers are available at the Fun Park

for use by those who cycle or walk to work.

The TPC will be responsible for monitoring the use of the cycle
parking provision to ensure that the facilities provided are adequate.
If there is high demand, the TPC will investigate the possibility of

introducing additional facilities.

The TPC will be responsible for displaying information on walking
and cycling on noticeboards in public areas, and for keeping this up

to date by obtaining information from SSBC and other organisations.

The TPC will distribute information and advice concerning safe

walking and cycling routes to and from the site to new staff.

The TPC will encourage the formation of a cycle user group.

Measure to promote Public Transport

The TPC will be responsible for displaying information on local public
transport on noticeboards in public areas, and for keeping this up to
date by obtaining information from SSBC and local public transport
operators to help promote use of buses and rail. The information

displayed will include: -
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5.25

« Maps showing the routes of bus services passing close to the

site, the destinations they serve;
« Bus timetable and fares information; and

e Train timetables.

Stockvale, via its websites, actively encourage visitors to the Fun
Park to travel by public transport (see Plate 1 for example). Its IT
team are committed to providing information on all potential modes
of travel to and from the Fun Park on the Adventure Island website.
This ensures that visitors are made aware of the different mode
choices available to them and are able to make an informed decision

as to how they are going to travel.

LS M TN IR S g g

g

]

N co—

5.26

Plate 1: Travel Information on Website

The website currently includes a link to an external journey planner
website (www.transportdirect.info) to enable users to plan their
routes using sustainable means. It also provides a map which shows
accessible town centre car parks in addition to those on the
Seafront, and also a link to external Highways Agency travel

information for the motorway and trunk road network.
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5.27

5.28

5.29

5.30

5.31

The website will be updated to include further details, including the
Site Accessibility map that will be produced for display within the

site, and also other relevant external links such as:

+ the National Rail journey planner website; and

« Southend’s Ideas in Motion website.

The TPC is responsible for liaising with Stockvale’s IT team to

further enhance the travel page on the Adventure Island website.

Stockvale has recently undertaken joint promotions with c2c to
incentivise rail travel, whereby it is free to travel on c2c trains from
any station along the route from London Fenchurch Street to
Southend Central when an Adventure Island wristband is purchased
at any of the stations’ ticket office. The take up of this offer has
averaged between 11,000 and 20,000 visitors annually. Stockvale
are currently negotiating a package with c2c to encourage greater
use of rail travel by visitors. The TPC will be responsible for
displaying promotional material concerning this joint initiative in
public areas and for this to be promoted on the Adventure Island

website (see above).

Car Parking Management

The level of car parking is a key determinate of the success of the
Travel Plan in respect of employee travel. The TPC will be
responsible for communicating the high daily charges of local public
car parks (generally £10 for over 6 hours) to staff, and promote

non-car modes as the more cost effective option.

Car Sharing

Should some members of staff be unable to use public transport due
to where they live, car sharing could be an option. A car sharing

scheme for the site as a whole will be established on a website such
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as essexcarshare.com, which would allow employees to search for
others with similar travel requirements. The TPC will be responsible
for compiling a car sharing database, recording employees’ home

addresses and shift start and finish times.

Marketing and Promotion

Welcome Packs

5.32 Welcome Packs will be issued to all staff when they commence work
from which they can make informed decisions about the travel mode
they select. The packs will include details on all travel options

available.

5.33 Specifically, the Welcome Packs will contain details of:

+ Literature of the health benefits of walking and cycling;

« cycle routes in the vicinity of the site;

» safe pedestrian routes to the site;

 public transport routes and services (maps and timetables)
along with fare information; and

+ relevant journey planning web-sites to use to provide links to
up-to-date and accurate information about public transport

options in the area.

Noticeboards

5.34 In addition to the Welcome Packs, travel information will also be
displayed on public noticeboards within communal areas. This will
provide details of local transport links, including cycle and walking
routes as well as times of trains from the rail stations and buses
from local stops. The TPC will be responsible for ensuring the

information is kept up to date.

SAF/slh15721/Reports/T490-02 23



PROPOSED INDOOR ADVENTURE FUN PARK, SOUTHEND-ON-SEA T490-02

Draft Travel Plan March 2014

Meetings

5.35 Regular Travel Plan meetings will be encouraged in which transport
matters can be discussed with staff and any suggested
improvements implemented by the TPC. Such meetings could be
more frequent during the early stages of occupation to help identify
any perceived barriers to travelling by certain modes and ways to
overcome such barriers at the outset. These would provide an
opportunity for staff to share information, suggest improvements to

services and discuss local transport issues.

Personalised Travel Planning

5.36 The TPC will also offer a personalised travel planning service to
employees. This could involve the issue of travel diaries, identifying
other modes of transport that could be used for various journeys
and identifying ways to overcome any barriers to travel. This service

will be advertised on staff noticeboards.

Reducing Need for Business Travel

5.37 Business travel for administrative staff could be reduced by
encouraging video or tele-conferencing to conduct meetings where

possible.
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6.0

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6

6.7

6.8

TRAVEL PLAN TARGETS, MONITORING AND MANAGEMENT

Targets

It is the aim of the Travel Plan to increase use of public transport,

walking and cycling amongst employees and visitors.

Travel Plan targets will be determined following an initial survey of
employee and visitor travel behaviour, undertaken within six months
of opening the new indoor fun park. These surveys will be
undertaken in liaison with the SSBC Travel Planning Team and will

be tailored to suit.

Targets will be reviewed within three months of the initial surveys
and then on an annual basis following consultation with SBCC and

any other relevant stakeholders.

It is anticipated that a target of no more than 10% of journeys by
car driver is achievable for staff travel to work. This initial target will
need to be reviewed once of findings of baseline travel surveys are

assessed.

The target for visitors will be set once of findings of baseline travel

surveys are assessed.

Monitoring

The appointed TPC will be responsible for the on-going monitoring of

the Travel Plan.

The monitoring programme will take the form of a five-year cycle.

The initial (baseline) survey will take place within six months of

occupancy. This will provide the information base for future
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6.9

6.10

6.11

6.12

6.13

monitoring of the plan. Annual monitoring reports will be provided

for the five years after occupation.

The Annual monitoring report will be submitted to SSBC, within
three months of the annual surveys taking place, and SSBC will
review progress against the targets and agree remedial actions and

improvements to the Travel Plan with the TPC as necessary.

Information gathered through the monitoring process will be made

available to staff on request.

Management

The TPC will take responsibility for the development and
management of the plan and ensure its delivery. If the targets are
not being met, additional measures will need to be developed to
address this. In this regard, it is anticipated that the Travel Plan will

be a flexible and adaptable document that is continually evolving.

The TPC will choose the appropriate course of action for achieving

the Travel Plan targets and arrange funding if required.

Funding

The Travel Plan, including monitoring, TPC appointment and funding

for identified measures, will be funded by Stockvale.
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Appendix A Table: Bus services within 500m of Site

Service and Route

Frequency (minutes)

Weekends
Southend-on-Sea Travel Centre - SOSTC Weekdays
Sat Sun
North Shoebury - Thorpe Bay - Southchurch - SOSTC - Southend-on-
1 Sea Victoria Station - Westcliff-on-Sea - Leigh-on-Sea - Hadleigh - 10 12-20 30
Benfleet - Rayleigh - Hullbridge
3/A/B Oxney Green - Chelmsford - Howe Green - Rettendon - Battlesbridge -
/C/D/ Rayleigh - Thundersley - Hadleigh - Leigh-on-Sea - Westcliff-on-Sea - 60 120 -
E Southend-on-Sea Victoria Station - SOSTC
SOSTC - Southchurch - North Shoebury - Great Wakering -
4/4A Shoeburyness 30 30 60
5 SOSTC - Southend-on-Sea Victoria Station - Westcliff-on-Sea - 30 30 _
Leigh-on-Sea - Hadleigh - South Benfleet - Pitsea - Basildon
6 SOSTC - Southchurch - - 5 per day
7 Rayleigh - Hockley - Rochford - Prittlewell - SOSTC - Southchurch - 20 10 60
Thorpe Bay - North Shoebury - Great Wakering
8 Hawkwell - Rochford - Prittlewell - SOSTC - Thorpe Bay - North 30 30 60
Shoebury
9 Rayleigh - Eastwood - Prittlewell - Southend-on-Sea Victoria Station 12 12 30
- SOSTC - Thorpe Bay - Shoeburyness - North Shoebury
Chelmsford - Great Baddow - Rettendon - Battlesbridge - Rawreth -
11A Rayleigh - Eastwood - Leigh-on-Sea - Prittlewell - Westcliff-on-Sea - - - 120
SOSTC - Southchurch
Shoeburyness - Foulness - Great Wakering - Barling - Bournes Green _
14 - Southchurch - SOSTC 20 7 per day
17 SOSTC - Westcliff - Chalkwell - Leigh-on-Sea 6 per day - -
20 Hullbridge - Rayleigh - Eastwood - Leigh-on-Sea - Prittlewell - SOSTC 15 30 -
21/A/ Canvey - South Benfleet - Thundersley - Hadleigh - Leigh-on-Sea - 30 30 60
B Prittlewell - SOSTC
23 SOSTC - Southchurch (Loop service) 30 40 -
23A SOSTC - Southchurch (Loop service - morning & afternoon) 40 40 -
23B  SOSTC - Southchurch (Loop service - evening) 40 40 -
24 SOSTC - Southchurch (Loop service) 20 20 60
24A  SOSTC - Southchurch (Loop service) - - 60
Basildon - Wickford - Rayleigh - Eastwood - Leigh-on-Sea - Prittlewell
25/A SOSTC 30 30 60
Hadleigh - South Benfleet - Thundersley - Rayleigh - Leigh-on-Sea - _ _
258 prittlewell - SOSTC 2 per day
26 Hadleigh - Leigh-on-Sea - Westcliff-on-Sea - SOSTC 30 30 -
27 Canvey - South Benfleet - Hadleigh - Leigh-on-Sea - SOSTC - 15 15 30
Southchurch
Basildon - Pitsea - South Benfleet - Hadleigh - Leigh-on-Sea -
28 \Westcliff-on-Sea - SOSTC 15 15 30
Belfairs - Leigh-on-Sea - Prittlewell - Southend-on-Sea Victoria
29 Station - SOSTC - Southchurch 20 20 60
60 SOSTC - Southchurch - Rochford - Great Stourbridge 120 4 per day -
61 SOSTC - Southchurch - Rochford (loop service) 30 30 60
174 SOSTC - Prittlewell - Rochford - Lower Hockley - Canewdon 2 per day 2 per day -
SOSTC - Prittlewell - Leigh-on-Sea - Eastwood - Rayleigh - Shotgate -
251 Wickford - Great Burstead - Billericay - Hutton - Shenfield - - - 120
Brentwood - Warley
Stansted Airport - Barnston - Chelmsford - Rayleigh - Leigh-on-Sea -
X30 Prittlewell - Southend Airport - Southend-on-Sea Victoria Station - 60 60 60

SOSTC

Note: Other services calling at SOSTC 814 & B2 are school only services
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Stockvale has submitted a planning application for a new indoor fun park,
on the site of the former Blackbeard replica galleon site at Adventure
Island Fun Park, Western Esplanade, Southend-on-Sea, Essex.

The site is located at the heart of the Seafront and adjacent to the town
centre, within close proximity to two rail stations and a bus interchange,
and excellent pedestrian and cycle links. As such, it is clear that the site is
well located to take advantage of sustainable travel opportunities for
visitors and staff alike.

There is insufficient TRICS data to enable a sound assessment to be
undertaken of the potential humber of trips that could be attracted to the
proposed indoor fun park by this method; due to variations due to different
site locations influencing travel modes, the age of the data, the days of the
week surveyed, weather conditions on the day(s) surveyed and seasonality
factors. A qualitative rather than quantitative approach has therefore been
adopted.

The new indoor fun park will complement the existing amusements/rides at
the Fun Park and it is not a destination in its own right. It will extend the
season of the Fun Park, attracting visitors in the early Spring, late Autumn
and through the Winter months to make it a year-round attraction and on
days of inclement weather in the Summer, when the capacities of local
public transport, highways and car parks are under less stress compared
with warm and sunny days during the Summer months.

The proposal is highly unlikely to attract a material number of trips
additional to those already attracted by the Fun Park at its busiest times,
which are warm and sunny days at weekends and during school holidays.

Most if not all new visitors, particularly in the Summer months, will be
drawn from the local residential population and the existing pool of 6.5
million annual visitors to the town and Seafront.

The application proposals represent an exciting opportunity to deliver an
all-weather attraction for the Seafront and extend the length of the season,
thereby enhancing Southend’s role as a successful year-round leisure and
tourist attraction.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Ardent Consulting Engineers (ACE) has been appointed by Stockvale
to advise on highways/transport aspects of the proposed
redevelopment of the former Blackbeard replica galleon site within
the Adventure Island Fun Park, Western Esplanade, Southend-on-

Sea, Essex.

1.2 This Transport Statement (TS) has been prepared retrospectively to
support a planning application (ref. 14/00069/BC4M) for a new
indoor fun park, which comprises an open structure to house indoor

amusement rides.

1.3 The planning application for the proposed redevelopment scheme is
submitted to Southend-on-Sea Borough Council (SSBC) as local
planning and highway authority.

1.4 This TS has been prepared in accordance with guidance on the
preparation of such documents published by the Departments for

Transport and Communities & Local Government in March 2007.

1.5 Following this introduction, the remainder of the report is structured
as follows: -
+ Section 2.0 describes existing conditions;
+ Section 3.0 outlines the proposed redevelopment scheme;

+ Section 4.0 considers the transport and land use planning

policy context;

+ Section 5.0 considers the potential trip attraction associated

with both the extant and proposed uses of the site; and

»« Section 6.0 provides a summary and conclusions.

SAF/slh15720/Reports/T490-01 1



PROPOSED INDOOR FUN PARK, ADVENTURE ISLAND, SOUTHEND-ON-SEA T490-01

TRANSPORT STATEMENT MARCH 2014

2.0 EXISTING CONDITIONS

The Site

Location

2.1 The site is 0.15 ha in size and is located within the Adventure Island
Fun Park, off Western Esplanade, in the heart of the central Seafront

of Southend-on-Sea, as shown at Plate 1.

Site

Plate 1: Site Location

2.2 The site is bordered by:

« Western Esplanade to the north;

*+ an emergency access road to the estuary to the east, and the

Adventure Island Fun Park beyond;
« the Fun Park to the south; and

e Southend Pier to the west.

2.3 An aerial view of the application site is shown at Plate 2.
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Site

Plate 2: Aerial View of Site

Extant Site Use

2.4 The application site is sunken, with single storey retaining walls in
its north, east and west sides (see Plate 3). It is open to the Fun
Park to the south, with pedestrian subways under the emergency
access road and Pier to the immediate east and west respectively

connecting the Fun Park either side of the Pier.

Plate 3: The Site
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2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

2.9

2.10

It is the site of the former Blackbeard replica galleon attraction,

which was recently removed (see Plate 4).

Plate 4: The Blackbeard replica galleon attraction (prior to removal)

The application site has ‘Permitted Development’ rights for the
provision of Fun Park rides/amusements; therefore, new attractions
could be provided at the site, albeit these would be open to all

weather.

The former Blackbeard galleon would have attracted visitors to the
Park, as would any potential new attraction(s) under the extant

consent. This is discussed further in Section 5.0.

The Adventure Island Fun Park currently employs some 900 staff.

The Fun Park is open from 1llam every weekend and in local school
holidays, daily from the end of May until the first week of
September, and then daily in December for Adventure Wonderland.
The park closes between either 5pm and 6pm or 8pm and 10.30pm,
with the latter times applicable to school holidays and most

weekends.

The travel patterns of existing Fun Park staff are discussed at
Section 5.0.
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Walking

2.11 There are excellent pedestrian facilities in the vicinity of the site,
with high standard wide footways on both sides of Western

Esplanade and Marine Parade, and crossing facilities.

2.12 SSBC has been investing in the Pier and surrounding environs since
2002, and the area has been enhanced in recent years on
completion of its public realm enhancement project, which has
created a safer and more permeable environment for pedestrians in

the Seafront area.

2.13 A puffin crossing is located immediately north of the site (see Plate
5), which facilitates safe movement across Western Esplanade and
Pier Hill (road).

Plate 5: Puffin Crossing on Western Esplanade

2.14 A signalised crossing is also located on Western Esplanade to the
immediate west of the Pier, which connects to footpaths on Pier Hill,
facilitating movement to/from High Street for direct access to the

town centre and rail stations (see below).
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2.15 Footways on Western Esplanade and Marine Parade are well lit and

provide direct and safe access to bus stops (see below).

2.16 The excellent local pedestrian facilities and available connections to
the town centre, rail stations, bus stops, and local residential areas
makes walking a desirable mode of travel for staff and visitors alike;
either as part of a multi-modal journey (with rail or bus) or as a

main mode.

Cycling

2.17 There are a number of cycle routes in close proximity to the site,
which connect to the town and borough wide network (see Plate 6).
National Cycle Network (NCN) Route 16 passes the site on Western
Esplanade and Marine Parade, and connects Southend-on-Sea with

Shoeburyness.

Site

Plate 6: Local Cycle Map

2.18 Cycle parking is available immediately adjacent to the site and at a

number of other locations along the Seafront as shown at Plate 6.
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2.19 Cycle maps for the town centre, Seafront and the borough are
included at Appendix A. The level of available cycle connectivity

makes cycling a desirable mode of travel for visitors and staff alike.

Public Transport

Bus

2.20 The site is highly accessible by bus given its location at the heart of
the Seafront and close to the town centre (see Plate 7). Southend
Travel Centre (bus interchange) is located within a circa 500m (6-
minute) walk distance, north of the site, and stops at Eastern
Esplanade are located within a circa 700m (9-minute) walk distance

east of the site.

Site

Plate 7: Local Bus Route Map

2.21 Southend Travel Centre is served by an extensive network of bus
routes; offering frequent services to many parts of the borough and

across Essex.
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2.22 A bus map of the local routes and a table showing Southend Travel

Centre services and frequencies is included at Appendix B.

2.23 The availability of bus services that stop within a reasonable walk of
the site actively encourages the use of this mode of travel for staff

and visitors alike.

2.24 The availability of bus services that stop within a reasonable walk of
the site actively encourages the use of this mode of travel for staff

and visitors alike.

Rail

2.25 Southend is highly accessible by rail, with it being served by two
lines; c2c services at Southend Central and Abellio Greater Anglia

services at Southend Victoria (see Plate 8).

Plate 8: Rail Map

2.26 Southend Central station is located within a circa 650m (8-minute)
walk distance of the site and is served by c2c services operating
between London Fenchurch Street (a 52-minute journey) and
Shoeburyness (a 10-minute journey). Intermediate stations include
West Ham, Barking, Upminster, Grays, Tilbury, Basildon, Pitsea and

Leigh-on-Sea.

2.27 On weekdays there are around six trains per hour to/from Southend

Central and London Fenchurch Street, and four to Shoeburyness. On
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Saturdays the frequency reduces slightly to five trains per hour
to/from Southend Central and London Fenchurch Street. On
Sundays, there are four trains per hour to/from Southend Central

and London Fenchurch Street and two to Shoeburyness.

2.28 Southend Victoria station is located within a circa 1km (13-minute)
walk distance of the site and is served by Abellio Greater Anglia
services operating between London Liverpool Street (a 60-minute
journey) and Southend Victoria. Intermediate stations include
Stratford, Romford, Shenfield (a 35-minute journey), Billericay,

Wickford, Rayleigh, Hockley, Rochford and Prittlewell.

2.29 On weekdays and Saturdays there are three trains per hour to/from
Southend Victoria and London Liverpool Street, all calling at

Shenfield, and two per hour on Sundays.

2.30 The availability of rail services that serve the town actively

encourages the use of this mode of travel for staff and visitors alike.

Local Highway Network

2.31 The Western Esplanade and Marine Parade are single carriageway
roads subject to a 20mph speed limit. As identified earlier, these
routes have been enhanced in recent years by completion of a SSBC
funded public realm enhancement project, which has created a safer
and more permeable environment for pedestrians and cyclists. Wide

footways are present on both sides of the carriageway.

2.32 The Western Esplanade and Marine Parade provides a route along
the Seafront between Chalkwell (to the west) and Shoeburyness (to
the east); the latter via the B1016 Eastern Esplanade and Thorpe
Esplanade. The B1016 links with the A1160, which in turn connects
to the A13 and A127; with access beyond to settlements within the

borough and other parts of Essex, the M25 and London.
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Car Parking
2.33 There are a number of public (Council-run) pay & display car parks

2.34

2.35

2.36

2.37

within a reasonable walking distance of the site, located both along

the Seafront and within the town centre. These include:

+ The Royals - 450 spaces (270m - 3 min walk);

+ Alexandra Street - 60 spaces (400m - 5 min walk);

« Seaway - 615 spaces (480m - 6 min walk);

« Fairheads Green - 213 spaces (560m - 7 min walk);

« Clarence Road - 128 spaces (580m - 7 min walk);

+ Tylers Avenue - 259 spaces (600m - 8 min walk);

+ Western Esplanade - 496 spaces (600m - 8 min walk);

« Warrior Square - 398 spaces (820m - 10 min walk);

« Farringdon - 550 spaces (850 - 10 min walk); and

« Victoria Shopping Centre - 670 spaces (1km - 13 min walk)

In respect of the Seaway car park, it is understood that there is an
aspiration for development on this site for leisure, cultural and
tourism attractions including restaurants, digital gallery destination
space and quality hotel, together with new housing and re-provision
of car parking. The development will result in the short-term loss of

parking for the town centre and sea front as a whole.

Parking tariffs vary; however, generally short-stay parking located
closer to the Seafront is more expensive than that in the town
centre. Long stay parking tariffs are comparable; with these

generally being £10 for a 6-hour stay or over.

Variable Message Signs (VMS) are located on strategic routes in and
around Southend; these display parking availability for the central

Seafront and town centre.

The VMS provision appears primarily focused on directing visitors to

the Seafront car parks rather than town centre car parks; and
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congestion on routes to the Seafront can occur at peak season/

times.

2.38 It is understood from discussions between Stockvale and officers at
SSBC, that, although central Seafront car parks tend to be fully
occupied during the day at peak season/times (typically in warm
weather), town centre car parks average around 55-60% occupancy
at this time. This is thought to be, in part, resultant from VMS
primarily directing visitors to the Seafront and also a preference to

park as near to the Seafront as possible.

Other Potential Development

2.39 A request for an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) screening
opinion has been made (ref. 14/00097/RSO) in respect of a
proposed development scheme at Marine Plaza, located opposite the
Kursal and north of Marine Parade, comprising 290 residential units,
3,000m? of commercial floor space comprising shops (A1) financial
services (A2), restaurants/cafe (A3), drinking establishment (A4),
offices (B1), leisure (D2) and amusement arcade (sui-generis),
layout cycle and car parking spaces and landscaping. No planning

application for this scheme appears to have been submitted to date.

Summary

2.40 It is clear from the above that the site is highly accessible by all
modes of transport. Given its location at the heart of the Seafront
and adjacent to the town centre, close proximity to the rail stations
and bus interchange, and excellent pedestrian and cycle links, the
site is ideally located to take advantage of sustainable travel

opportunities.
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3.0

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

It is proposed to redevelop the site of the former Blackbeard galleon
attraction to provide a new indoor fun park, which comprises an

open structure to house indoor amusement rides.

The new indoor fun park will complement the existing amusements/
rides at the Adventure Island Fun Park and will not be a destination

in its own right.

By providing an all-weather attraction that can be used throughout
the year, the proposal will serve to attract visitors to the Fun Park
on rainy days in the Summer, and in early Spring, late Autumn and
through the Winter months; effectively ‘weather-proofing’ a family

trip to the seaside.

The Fun Park, along with nearby Sealife Adventure, has been a key
driver for tourist economy and regeneration on the Seafront for
many years, and the proposed new indoor fun park is considered an
important step in extending the length of the season and making

Southend a year-round tourist destination.

Appendix C contains an architect’s site layout plan of the proposed

new indoor fun park.

Access

There will be no dedicated vehicular access to the site, with access
for deliveries and servicing etc. taken as per existing arrangements
for the Fun Park.

Pedestrian access to the new indoor fun park will be taken from the
Western Esplanade and from within the Fun Park at the southern

end of the site (from both east and west sides of the Pier via the
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subways). The entrances will be clearly legible and suitable for use

by those who are mobility impaired.

Parking

3.8 No new on-site provision for car parking is proposed (see Sections
4.0 and 5.0). As per the existing arrangement for any visitors
travelling to Southend and the Adventure Island Fun Park, these will be

able to use the available Seafront and town centre public car parks.

3.9 The proposed redevelopment scheme will provide an additional 10

no. cycle parking spaces.

Travel Plan

3.10 In accordance with SSBC requirements, the planning application is
also supported by a Travel Plan, which considers travel to the new

indoor fun park for both employees and visitors.

3.11 The aim of the Travel Plan is to reduce reliance on car use by
promoting, and thereby encouraging the use of, alternative modes
of travel to the private car; namely walking, cycling and public

transport.
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4.0

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

POLICY CONTEXT

Framework

Relevant policy guidance on transport and land use planning relating

to new development is set out in the following documents: -

e« The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, March 2012);

e Southend-on-Sea Core Strategy Development Plan Document
(DPD, December 2007); and

e Southend-on-Sea Local Plan Saved Policies (September 2007)

National Planning Policy Framework

The NPPF states, at para 29, that: Transport policies have an
important role to play in facilitating sustainable development but
also in contributing to wider sustainability and health objectives.
Smarter use of technologies can reduce the need to travel. The
transport system needs to be balanced in favour of sustainable

transport modes, giving people a real choice about how they travel.

Para 30 goes on to state that: Encouragement should be given to
solutions which support reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and
reduce congestion. In preparing Local Plans, local planning
authorities should therefore support a pattern of development
which, where reasonable to do so, facilitates the use of sustainable

modes of transport.

At para 32, the NPPF states that: A/l developments that generate
significant amounts of movement should be supported by a
Transport Statement or Transport Assessment. Plans and decisions

should take account of whether:
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» the opportunities for sustainable transport modes have been
taken up depending on the nature and location of the site, to

reduce the need for major transport infrastructure;

« safe and suitable access to the site can be achieved for all

people; and

« improvements can be undertaken within the transport network
that cost effectively limit the significant impacts of the
development. Development should only be prevented or refused
on transport grounds where the residual cumulative impacts of

development are severe.

Southend-on-Sea Core Strategy DPD

4.5 Core Strategy Policy KP1 - Spatial Strategy states that: The

primary focus of regeneration and growth within Southend will be in:

...Seafront - to enhance the Seafront’s role as a successful leisure and

tourist attraction...

4.6 Policy CP3 - Transport and Accessibility states that:
Improvements to transport infrastructure and services will be sought in
partnership to secure a 'step change' in provision to achieve a modern
integrated transport system necessary to unlock key development sites
and to secure the sustainable jobs led regeneration and growth of
Southend.

4.7 It is recognised that SSBC has made significant investment in local
infrastructure in recent years; including highway improvements at
Progress Road and the Cuckoo Corner junction to address the high
levels of visitors travelling by car to/from Southend at peak times.
Victoria Avenue has seen significant improvement with the Victoria
Gateway giving pedestrian focus to Southend Victoria station. The
pedestrian link between Victoria station, the town centre and
Seafront is now direct and safe, and encourages greater use of

public transport by visitors to Southend.
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4.8 These measures are in addition to the public realm enhancements
along Western Esplanade and Marine Parade, which has created a
safer and more permeable environment for pedestrians and cyclists

in the Seafront area.

Southend-on-Sea Local Plan Saved Policies

4.9 Local Plan Saved Policy L1 - Facilities for Tourism states that:
Proposals to provide new visitor attractions or improve existing tourist
facilities will be encouraged where they enhance the resort’s ability to
attract and cater for visitors, increase local employment opportunities

and provide for environmental improvements.

4.10 Saved Policy L2 - Central Seafront Area states that: Development
proposals south of the Seafront road will be considered where they are
predominantly visitor orientated and contribute to the leisure and
tourism facilities of the town, having regard in particular to their
impact, if any, on the following:

(iii) the availability of visitor parking facilities...

(vii) the highway network.

4.11 Saved Policy T1 - Priorities states that: ..all proposals for
development will be required to have due regard to road safety and the

capacity of the highway network...

4.12 Saved Policy T11 - Parking Standards identifies that its adopted
parking standards are contained at Appendix 8 of the Local Plan.
However, it is understood that the Essex County Council (ECC)/Essex
Planning Officers’ Association (EPOA) 2001 Vehicle Parking standards
were subsequently adopted by the Borough Council as Interim Planning
Guidance in 2001. The more recent 2009 ECC/EPOA Vehicle Parking
Standards have not been adopted by SSBC.
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4.13

4.14

4.15

4.16

4.17

4.18

Under use class D2 Assembly & Leisure, for ‘other uses’ a maximum
standard of 1 space per 22m? applies. It is relevant to note that the
superseded standards (Appendix 8 of the Local Plan, which are aligned
with Southend’s tourist offer) states under Leisure and Tourism - Public
Entertainment Buildings, that: Many buildings in this category will be in
urban centres where existing public car parks may be available and a

specific car parking provision will not therefore be necessary.

No on-site car parking is proposed as part of the redevelopment
scheme, which is consistent with the former Blackbeard Galleon
attraction. As per the existing arrangement for visitors to the Fun Park,
visitors by car will use the available Seafront and town centre public
car parks. The trip attraction of the proposed indoor fun park is

discussed in Section 5.0.

There is no relevant description in the EPOA standards for the
proposed specific land use for cycle parking. It is proposed to provide

an additional 10 no. cycle parking spaces.

Saved Policy T12 - Servicing Facilities states that: A/l new non-
residential development proposals will be required to provide adequate
off-street servicing facilities... ... in the interests of highway safety and

the amenities of adjoining residential areas.

Saved Policy T13 - Cycling and Walking states that: In accordance
with the aims of the Council’s Charter for the Environment the Council
will seek to introduce a programme of measures to improve facilities

for cyclists within the Borough...

Compliance

The proposed new indoor fun park will provide an all-weather
attraction for the Seafront and extend the length of the season,
thereby enhancing Southend’s role as a successful year-round

leisure and tourist attraction.
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4.19 The site is located at the heart of the Seafront and adjacent to the
town centre, within close proximity to two rail stations and a bus
interchange, and excellent pedestrian and cycle links. As such, it is
clear that the application site is well located to take advantage of

sustainable travel opportunities for visitors and staff alike.
4.20 In view of the above, we consider that the principle of the proposed

development on this site is fully compliant with policy guidance on

transport and land use planning at national and local levels.
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5.0 TRIP ATTRACTION AND MODAL SHARE

5.1 There is insufficient data available on the TRICS database to enable
a sound assessment to be undertaken of the potential number of
trips that could be attracted by the proposed indoor fun park by this
method, particularly given variations due to different site locations
influencing travel modes, survey days, weather and seasonality. It is
felt that a qualitative rather than quantitative approach is

appropriate in this instance, as outlined below.

Visitors

5.2 At the outset, it is important to recognise that the proposed new all-
weather attraction will complement the existing amusements/rides
at the Adventure Island Fun Park and it is not a destination in its

own right.

5.3 The proposal will extend the length of season of the Fun Park,
attracting visitors during early Spring, late Autumn and through the
Winter months, making it a year-round destination, and on days of
inclement weather in the Summer. On such days, the capacities of
local public transport, highways and car parks are under less stress
compared with fine weather days as fewer visitors travel to

Southend for leisure purposes.

5.4 In our view, the proposed indoor fun park is unlikely to attract a
material number of trips additional to those already attracted by the
Fun Park at its busiest times, which are fine weather days at
weekends and during school holidays. An indoor facility is unlikely to
be popular on warm, sunny days when outdoor features are more
attractive. Indeed, it could be said that use of the extant consent to
re-provide outside amusements/rides, open to the sunshine, would
result in increasing the pull of the Fun Park at such times; adding

stress to local public car parks and highways infrastructure.
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5.5

5.6

5.7

5.8

5.9

It is fair to say that the main trip attraction is the seaside town of
Southend-on-Sea itself, including its beach and pier etc. According
to SSBC statistics, Southend-on-Sea draws some 6.5 million visitors
annually. We consider that most, if not all, visitors to the new indoor
fun park, particularly in the Summer months, will be drawn from the
local residential population and the existing 6.5 million annual
visitors to the town and Seafront. In essence, these are mainly

linked trips.

Stockvale anticipates growth of its business primarily as a result of a
large increase in annual pass customers given the draw of the new
all-weather attraction and proposed extension of Sealife Adventure
attraction (which is the subject of a separate planning application).
Such passes are primarily taken up by residents of the town, and as
such, many are able to walk, cycle or use public transport for the

short trip from home to the Fun Park.

The annual pass is heavily marketed and reinforced through various
social media sites, websites and local radio stations. The primary
benefit to annual pass customers is that a 20% discount is given to
the cost of wrist bands/tickets for the Fun Park and Sealife
Adventure attraction, as well as meals/refreshments at Sands

Restaurant and Three Shells café.

The excellent provision for walking and cycling along the Seafront
and connections to the town’s frequent and wide-ranging public
transport services (as described earlier) make the use of sustainable

travel a realistic alternative to car use.

Via its website, Stockvale actively encourages visitors to the Fun
Park to travel by sustainable modes, through promotional material.
Recently it has undertaken joint promotions with c2c, whereby it is
free to travel on c2c trains from any station along the route from

London Fenchurch Street to Southend Central when an Adventure

SAF/slh15720/Reports/T490-01 20



PROPOSED INDOOR FUN PARK, ADVENTURE ISLAND, SOUTHEND-ON-SEA T490-01

TRANSPORT STATEMENT MARCH 2014

Island wristband is purchased at any of the stations’ ticket office.
The take up of this offer has averaged between 11,000 and 20,000
visitors annually. Stockvale is currently negotiating a package with

c2c to encourage greater use of rail travel by visitors.

5.10 The main customer base for the Fun Park is families; generally two
adults and two children travelling together. Therefore, should
families be unable to travel by sustainable modes, they car share

instead.

5.11 Stockvale also provides information on local car parks on its
Adventure Island website to enable visitors to plan their journey in
advance, and local radio stations broadcast real-time information
details on where there is available car parking at the height of the
season. This is to make visitors aware of town centre car park
provision (within walking distance of the Fun Park), rather than
reliance on the VMS that primarily leads visitors to the Seafront car

parks.

5.12 The Travel Plan submitted in support of this planning application
outlines Stockvale’s commitments to encourage sustainable travel
choice for visitors to the Fun Park. This includes many incentives

that are already promoted to customers.

Employees

5.13 As identified earlier, the Adventure Island Fun Park -currently
employs some 900 staff. The new indoor fun park will generate an
additional 100 jobs.

5.14 Stockvale has confirmed that the majority of its employees working
at the Fun Park reside in Southend, with others residing in
neighbouring settlements; and either walk, cycle or use public

transport to travel to/from work.
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5.15 The Fun Park has very few essential on-site parking spaces and the
daily charges of local public car parks (generally £10 for over 6
hours) effectively restrains staff from using the private car to travel

to/from work.

5.16 Further, a proportion of seasonal Summer employees are under 17

and therefore unable to drive.

5.17 The Fun Park hours of operation are such that the proposed indoor
fun park will attract none or very few staff trips during the weekday
morning peak period. It is also relevant to note that the Fun Park
currently closes between 5pm and 6pm on about 18% of weekdays
during the year. Therefore staff trips are mainly outside the times of

weekday peak use of the transport network.

5.18 The Travel Plan submitted in support of this planning application
outlines Stockvale’s commitments to encourage sustainable travel
choice among all employees. This includes many incentives that are

already promoted to staff.

Summary
5.19 In summary: -

» There is insufficient TRICS data to enable a sound assessment
to be undertaken of the potential number of trips that could be
attracted to the proposed indoor fun park by this method; due
to variations due to different site locations influencing travel
modes, the age of the data, the days of the week surveyed,
weather conditions on the day(s) surveyed and seasonality
factors. A qualitative rather than quantitative approach has

therefore been adopted.
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« The new all-weather attraction will complement the existing
amusements/rides at the Fun Park and it is not a destination in

its own right.

« It will extend the season of the Fun Park, attracting visitors in
the early Spring, late Autumn and through the Winter months
to make it a year-round attraction and on days of inclement
weather in the Summer, when the capacities of local public
transport, highways and car parks are under less stress
compared with warm and sunny days during the Summer

months.

« The proposal is highly unlikely to attract a material number of
trips additional to those already attracted by the Fun Park at
its busiest times, which are warm and sunny days at weekends

and during school holidays.

« Use of the Fun Park’s ‘Permitted Development’ rights to re-
provide outside amusements/rides, open to the sunshine, could
result in increasing the pull of the Fun Park at such times,
adding stress to local public car parks and highways

infrastructure.

+« Most, if not all, visitors to the new indoor fun park, particularly
in the Summer months, will be drawn from the local residential
population and the existing pool of 6.5 million annual visitors
to the town and Seafront. In essence, these will be mainly

linked trips.

« The excellent provision for walking and cycling along the
Seafront and connections to the town’s frequent and wide
ranging public transport services make the use of sustainable

travel a realistic alternative to car use.
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+  Stockvale actively encourages visitors to the Fun Park to travel
by sustainable modes, via its website, through promotional

material and through promotions with c2c.

+ the majority of its employees reside in Southend, with others
residing in neighbouring settlements; and either walk, cycle or

use public transport to travel to/from work.

+ The daily charges of local public car parks effectively restrains

staff from using the private car to travel to/from work.

. Due to the Fun Park’s hours of operation, staff trips to and
from work are mainly made outside the times of weekday peak

use of the transport network.

« A Travel Plan is submitted in support of this planning
application and outlines Stockvale’s commitments to encourage

sustainable travel choice among visitors and employees.
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6.0

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

This Transport Statement has been prepared retrospectively to
support a planning application (ref. 14/00069/BC4M) for a new
indoor fun park, on the site of the former Blackbeard replica galleon
site at Adventure Island Fun Park, Western Esplanade, Southend-on-

Sea, Essex.

The proposed new indoor fun park will provide an all-weather
attraction for the Seafront and extend the length of the season,
thereby enhancing Southend’s role as a successful year-round

leisure and tourist attraction.

The site is located at the heart of the Seafront and adjacent to the
town centre, within close proximity to two rail stations and a bus
interchange, and excellent pedestrian and cycle links. As such, it is
clear that the site is well located to take advantage of sustainable

travel opportunities for visitors and staff alike.

There will be no dedicated vehicular access or on-site parking
provision, with any visitors travelling by car able to use available
Seafront and town centre public car parks. Pedestrian access, suitable
for all, will be taken from the Western Esplanade and from within

the Fun Park, with clearly legible entrances.

There is insufficient TRICS data to enable a sound assessment to be
undertaken of the potential number of trips that could be attracted
to the proposed indoor fun park by this method; due to variations
due to different site locations influencing travel modes, the age of
the data, the days of the week surveyed, weather conditions on the
day(s) surveyed and seasonality factors. A qualitative rather than

quantitative approach has therefore been adopted.
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6.6

6.7

6.8

6.9

6.10

6.11

6.12

The new indoor fun park will complement the existing amusements/

rides at the Fun Park and it is not a destination in its own right.

It will extend the season of the Fun Park, attracting visitors in the
early Spring, late Autumn and through the Winter months to make it
a year-round attraction and on days of inclement weather in the
Summer, when the capacities of local public transport, highways and
car parks are under less stress compared with warm and sunny days

during the Summer months.

The proposal is highly unlikely to attract a material number of trips
additional to those already attracted by the Fun Park at its busiest
times, which are warm and sunny days at weekends and during

school holidays.

Most, if not all, visitors, particularly in the Summer months, will be
drawn from the local residential population and the existing pool of
6.5 million annual visitors to the town and Seafront. In essence,

these will be mainly linked trips.

The majority of the Fun Park’s employees reside in Southend, with
others residing in neighbouring settlements; and either walk, cycle

or use public transport to travel to/from work.

A Travel Plan is submitted in support of this planning application and
outlines Stockvale’s commitments to encourage sustainable travel

choice among all employees.

Having fully considered highways/transport matters, we consider
that planning permission for the redevelopment scheme should be

granted.
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Appendix A Table: Bus services within 500m of Site

Service and Route

Frequency (minutes)

Weekends
Southend-on-Sea Travel Centre - SOSTC Weekdays
Sat Sun
North Shoebury - Thorpe Bay - Southchurch - SOSTC - Southend-on-
1 Sea Victoria Station - Westcliff-on-Sea - Leigh-on-Sea - Hadleigh - 10 12-20 30
Benfleet - Rayleigh - Hullbridge
3/A/B Oxney Green - Chelmsford - Howe Green - Rettendon - Battlesbridge -
/C/D/ Rayleigh - Thundersley - Hadleigh - Leigh-on-Sea - Westcliff-on-Sea - 60 120 -
E Southend-on-Sea Victoria Station - SOSTC
SOSTC - Southchurch - North Shoebury - Great Wakering -
4/4A Shoeburyness 30 30 60
5 SOSTC - Southend-on-Sea Victoria Station - Westcliff-on-Sea - 30 30 _
Leigh-on-Sea - Hadleigh - South Benfleet - Pitsea - Basildon
6 SOSTC - Southchurch - - 5 per day
7 Rayleigh - Hockley - Rochford - Prittlewell - SOSTC - Southchurch - 20 10 60
Thorpe Bay - North Shoebury - Great Wakering
8 Hawkwell - Rochford - Prittlewell - SOSTC - Thorpe Bay - North 30 30 60
Shoebury
9 Rayleigh - Eastwood - Prittlewell - Southend-on-Sea Victoria Station 12 12 30
- SOSTC - Thorpe Bay - Shoeburyness - North Shoebury
Chelmsford - Great Baddow - Rettendon - Battlesbridge - Rawreth -
11A Rayleigh - Eastwood - Leigh-on-Sea - Prittlewell - Westcliff-on-Sea - - - 120
SOSTC - Southchurch
Shoeburyness - Foulness - Great Wakering - Barling - Bournes Green _
14 - Southchurch - SOSTC 20 7 per day
17 SOSTC - Westcliff - Chalkwell - Leigh-on-Sea 6 per day - -
20 Hullbridge - Rayleigh - Eastwood - Leigh-on-Sea - Prittlewell - SOSTC 15 30 -
21/A/ Canvey - South Benfleet - Thundersley - Hadleigh - Leigh-on-Sea - 30 30 60
B Prittlewell - SOSTC
23 SOSTC - Southchurch (Loop service) 30 40 -
23A SOSTC - Southchurch (Loop service - morning & afternoon) 40 40 -
23B  SOSTC - Southchurch (Loop service - evening) 40 40 -
24 SOSTC - Southchurch (Loop service) 20 20 60
24A  SOSTC - Southchurch (Loop service) - - 60
Basildon - Wickford - Rayleigh - Eastwood - Leigh-on-Sea - Prittlewell
25/A SOSTC 30 30 60
Hadleigh - South Benfleet - Thundersley - Rayleigh - Leigh-on-Sea - _ _
258 prittlewell - SOSTC 2 per day
26 Hadleigh - Leigh-on-Sea - Westcliff-on-Sea - SOSTC 30 30 -
27 Canvey - South Benfleet - Hadleigh - Leigh-on-Sea - SOSTC - 15 15 30
Southchurch
Basildon - Pitsea - South Benfleet - Hadleigh - Leigh-on-Sea -
28 \Westcliff-on-Sea - SOSTC 15 15 30
Belfairs - Leigh-on-Sea - Prittlewell - Southend-on-Sea Victoria
29 Station - SOSTC - Southchurch 20 20 60
60 SOSTC - Southchurch - Rochford - Great Stourbridge 120 4 per day -
61 SOSTC - Southchurch - Rochford (loop service) 30 30 60
174 SOSTC - Prittlewell - Rochford - Lower Hockley - Canewdon 2 per day 2 per day -
SOSTC - Prittlewell - Leigh-on-Sea - Eastwood - Rayleigh - Shotgate -
251 Wickford - Great Burstead - Billericay - Hutton - Shenfield - - - 120
Brentwood - Warley
Stansted Airport - Barnston - Chelmsford - Rayleigh - Leigh-on-Sea -
X30 Prittlewell - Southend Airport - Southend-on-Sea Victoria Station - 60 60 60

SOSTC

Note: Other services calling at SOSTC 814 & B2 are school only services
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Appendix C

Site Layout
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