Funeral Service for The Late

Sir David Amess MP
1952–2 021

at St Mary’s Church, Prittlewell
22nd November 2021 - 1.00 pm

The Organ is played before and during the service by
Melanie van Looy
The Choirs singing before and during the service are
The Southend Boys’ and Girls’ Choirs
Leigh Orpheus Male Voice Choir
St. Mary’s Church Choir
The entry to the Church is lined by
3rd Chalkwell Sea Scouts
The Royal Naval Association Standard Bearer
The 1312 Royal Air Force Air Cadet Standard
The coffin Pall Bearers are drawn from Southend Fire Service:
GM David Walpole, lead officer.
WM Lee Hollingworth
TWM Benjamin Manning
TCM Grant Jones
FF Graham Rust
FF Michael Cumming
FF Jamie Hockley
FF Jonathan Cudmore
FF Bruce Murray
The Coffin will be proceeded by
The Standard Bearer of the Leigh-on-Sea Branch of
The Royal British Legion

Order of Service
Choir to sing prior to arrival
Prayers by the West doors
Led by Rev Msgr Kevin W A Canon Hale VG

Listen to our prayers, Lord, as we humbly beg your mercy, that the soul of your
servant David Amess, whom you have called from this life, may be brought by you
to a place of peace and light, and so be enabled to share the life of all your saints.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Please stand for the procession of the coffin
Processional - Canon in D Major – Pachelbel
Please be seated
Welcome and Gathering Prayers
by Rev Paul Mackay, Vicar of St Mary’s Prittlewell

O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Blessed are you, God of compassion and mercy,
shepherd and protector of your grieving people,
their beginning and their ending.
Lead us to a place of peace and refreshment;
guide us to springs of life-giving water;
wipe away the tears from our eyes
and bring us to heaven
where there is no more death,
no more grief or crying or pain
in your presence, Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
blessed be God for ever.
Christ yesterday and today,
the beginning and the end,
Alpha and Omega;
all time belongs to him,
and all ages;
to him be glory and power,
through every age and for ever.
Amen.
May the light of Christ, rising in glory,
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds.

Please stand

Hymn – For All The Saints
For all the Saints who from their labours rest,
Who thee by faith before the world confest.
Thy name, O Jesus, be for ever blest.
Alleluya! Alleluya!
Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress, and their Might;
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well fought fight;
Thou in the darkness drear their one true Light.
Alleluya! Alleluya!
O may thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold,
Fight as the Saints who nobly fought of old,
And win, with them, the victor’s crown of gold.
Alleluya! Alleluya!
And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long,
Steals on the ear the distant triumph-song,
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.
Alleluya! Alleluya!
The golden evening brightens in the west;
Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest:
Sweet is the calm of Paradise the blest.
Alleluya! Alleluya!
But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day;
The Saints triumphant rise in bright array:
The King of glory passes on his way.
Alleluya! Alleluya!
From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluya! Alleluya!
William Walsham How (1864)

Please be seated

A reading from the Old Testament
by The Worshipful the Mayor Councillor Margaret Borton
The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me,
because the LORD has anointed me
to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the prisoners,
to proclaim the year of the LORD’S favour
and the day of vengeance of our God,
to comfort all who mourn,
and provide for those who grieve in Zion –
to bestow on them a crown of beauty
instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness
instead of mourning,
and a garment of praise
instead of a spirit of despair.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
a planting of the LORD
for the display of his splendour.
Isaiah 61.1-3 NIV

Choir to sing – When a knight won his spurs
When a knight won his spurs in the stories of old,
He was gentle and brave, he was gallant and bold.
With a shield on his arm and a lance in his hand
For God and for valour he rode through the land.
No charger have I, and no sword by my side,
Yet still to adventure and battle I ride.
Though back into storyland giants have fled
And the knights are no more and the dragons are dead.
Let faith be my shield and let joy be my steed,
‘Gainst the dragons of anger, the ogres of greed.
And let me set free with the sword of my youth
From the castle of darkness the power of the truth.

A reading from the New Testament
by Mr James Duddridge MP
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been
grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith more
precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire may be found to
result in praise and glory and honour at the revelation of Jesus Christ.
Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him,
you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with
glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
1 Peter 1.3-9 ESV

Please stand

Hymn – The King of Love My Shepherd Is

The King of love my Shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his And he is mine for ever.
Where streams of living water flow My ransomed soul he leadeth,
And where the verdant pastures grow With food celestial feedeth.
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, But yet in love he sought me,
And on his shoulder gently laid, And home, rejoicing, brought me.
In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With thee, dear Lord, beside me;
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me.
And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise Within thy house for ever.
H. W. Baker (1868)

Please be seated
A reading from the Gospel of John
by Rev Msgr Kevin W A Canon Hale VG
Jesus said: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my
Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going
there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the
way to the place where I am going.”

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going,
so how can we know the way?”
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.
No-one comes to the Father except through me.”
John 14.1-6 NIV

A time of prayer
O God, almighty Father,
our faith professes that your son died and rose again;
mercifully grant, that through this mystery
your servant David, who has fallen asleep in Christ,
may rejoice to rise again through him.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Let us pray for our brother to our Lord Jesus Christ who has said
I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though he die,
yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die.
We beg you, Lord, who wept over the dead Lazarus,
to wipe away the tears from our eyes.
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.
We ask you, Lord, who recalled the dead to life,
to grant eternal life to this our brother.
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.
We call upon you who promised paradise to the
repentant thief, to bring this brother of ours to heaven.
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.
Lead our brother, washed by the waters of baptism and
anointed with holy oil, into the company of your saints.
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.
Bring our brother, nourished by the sacred food of your
own Body and Blood, to the banquet of your kingdom.
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.
Grant that we who mourn for our brother may be consoled
by faith and strengthened by the hope of everlasting life.
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.

The Lords Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
Eulogy – The Rt. Hon. Mark Francois MP
A reading from St Pauls letter to the Corinthians
by Mrs Jennifer Tolhurst HM Lord-Lieutenant of Essex
But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. We are afflicted
in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but
not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death
of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. For while
we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus
may be made visible in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you.
But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture ‘I
believed, and so I spoke’ we also believe, and so we speak, because we know that the
one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with
you into his presence. Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to
more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
2 Corinthians 4.7-15 NRSV

Closing Prayer and Final Blessing by Rev Paul Mackay
Support us, O Lord,
all the day long of this troublous life,
until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes,
the busy world is hushed,
the fever of life is over
and our work is done.
Then, Lord, in your mercy grant us a safe lodging,
a holy rest, and peace at last;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
May God in his infinite love and mercy
bring the whole Church,
living and departed in the Lord Jesus,
to a joyful resurrection
and the fulfilment of his eternal kingdom, and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
A reading from St Pauls letter to Timothy
by Rev Clifford Newman - Belfairs Methodist Church
For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.
I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me
only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.
2 Timothy 4:6-8 KJV

Family Statement read by The Rt. Hon. Ann Widdecombe DSG
The family would like to thank everyone for the wonderful, wonderful tributes
paid to David following his cruel and violent death. It truly has brought us so
much comfort. The support shown by friends, constituents and the general
public alike has been so overwhelming. As a family it has given us strength.
We have realised from tributes paid that there was far, far more
to David than even we, those closest to him, knew.
We are enormously proud of him. Our hearts are shattered. However, there
was still so much David wanted to do – this we know from the events of the last
few days. So, this is not the end of Sir David Amess MP. It is the next chapter
and as a family we ask everyone to support the many charities he worked with.
There are so many to mention, so find one close to your hearts and help.
David had recently joined a campaign to help raise funds for a memorial to Dame Vera
Lynn. To him she epitomised the strength and courage of our nation. We would ask as
many people as possible to support this and meet the target to complete the project.
Closer to home, David was working hard for Southend to gain city status.
In his memory, please show your support for this campaign.
Strong and courageous is an appropriate way to describe David. He was a patriot and
a man of peace. So, we ask people to set aside their differences and show kindness and
love to all. This is the only way forward. Set aside hatred and work towards togetherness.
Whatever one’s race, religious or political beliefs, be tolerant and try to understand.
As a family, WE are trying to understand why this awful thing has occurred. Nobody
should die in that way. Nobody. Please let some good come from this tragedy.
We are absolutely broken, but we will survive and carry on
for the sake of a wonderful and inspiring man.
We ask at this time that the family’s privacy be
respected so that we can grieve in private.

Please stand

Hymn – Make Me A Channel Of Your Peace
Make me a channel of your peace
Where there is hatred let me bring your love
Where there is injury, your pardon Lord
And where there is doubt true faith in You
Oh, Master grant that I may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console
To be understood as to understand
To be loved as to love with all my soul
Make me a channel of your peace
Where there is despair in life let me bring hope
Where there is darkness only light
And where there’s sadness ever joy
Oh, Master grant that I may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console
To be understood as to understand
To be loved as to love with all my soul
Make me a channel of your peace
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned
It is in giving to all men that we receive
And in dying that we are born to eternal life
Oh, Master grant that I may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console
To be understood as to understand
To be loved as to love with all my soul
Make me a channel of your peace
Where there is hatred let me bring your love
Where there is injury, your pardon Lord
And where there is doubt true faith in You
St. Francis of Assisi/Sebastian Temple © 1967, OCP Publications

Please remain in your place whilst the family take their leave
As the coffin departs – choir to sing ‘We’ll meet again’
Immediately followed by “Largo” from Symphony No. 9, “From the New World”
By Antonin Dvorak (Goin’ home)

The Mayoral Party proceeded by the Macebearer
will lead the congregation from the Church

There will be a retiring collection in aid of the following charities:
Endometriosis UK
www.endometriosis-uk.org
The Music Man Project
www.themusicmanproject.com
Prost8
www.prost8.org.uk
The Dogs Trust
https://www.dogstrust.org.uk/
The Dame Vera Lynn Memorial Statue Fund
https://dameveralynnmemorialstatue.co.uk/
If you wish to make an online donation in Sir David’s memory
you can do so via the following link:
https://www.justgiving.com/team/SirDavidAmess
Funeral arrangements entrusted to T. Cribb and Sons
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